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INTRODUCTION 


Donald John Trump's haiku stand as his defining poetic achievement. Individually, each 
three-line poem is a fierce, concentrated encapsulation of the human who penned it. 
Together, they form a monolithic work that cements his status as a major, noteworthy 
poet. 

Volume I consists of 122 haiku, spanning the years of 2009-2011. In these early poems, 
we see a poet discovering a new form and growing within it. The '09 and '10 poems are 
notably fewer in number and more confessional in tone than those that follow. They 
reflect a poet still searching for his voice, just beginning to test his limits. 2011 marks a 
major shift for Trump, who by then is writing haiku almost exclusively. As he grows more 
confident in the form, his lines grow tighter, more semantically charged. 

While the pre-2011 haiku are concerned more with prosaic matters of family, personal 
reflection, and the examination of day-to-day mundanities, the later poems see the 
emergence of the political urgency and fiery cultural criticism that eventually come to 
define Trump's mature work. It is in these poems, also, that Trump confronts, for the first 
time, themes that he grapples with for the rest of his career, among them metaphysical 
preoccupations with time and being, America as a condition of existence, and the sexual 
power dynamics of intense homoeroticism. 

The poems contained within these pages offer a glimpse into the early development of one 
of the most influential poets of our time, illuminating the origins of Donald John Trump's 
poetic project. It is truly an essential text. 



A NOTE ON METHODOLOGY 

None of Donald John Trump’s haiku are titled, of course. In manuscript, the date of 
composition occupies the space above each poem where a title would traditionally reside. 

In The Complete Haiku, we have strived to replicate as faithfully as possible the format of 
Trump’s original manuscripts. The use of dates in place of titles is an important feature, 
particularly in the early haiku. It mimics the structure of a diary, lending the poems an 
air of personal reflection — private thoughts jotted down in a quiet moment — heightening 
the confessional voice of Trump’s speaker. Understanding this is crucial to understanding 
the haiku and the man who wrote them, thus we have retained the date-as-title format. 

This presents a challenge for cataloguing the poems, however. The Complete Haiku 
encompasses thousands of poems, many of which fall under the same date of composition. 
This, along with the lack of titles, necessitates a cataloguing system that provides a way 
to reference individual poems by something other than their date. 

Thus, each poem in The Complete Haiku is assigned a unique alphanumeric designation 
of the format “CH xx.y” where xx indicates the year of composition and y indicates the 
poem’s place in the chronological order of composition. Thus, the seventh haiku of the 
year 2014, for instance, would have the designation CH14.7. 


In The Complete Haiku, each poem’s designation is listed opposite that poem on the page. 



may 21 2009 


CH09.1 


keep it fast, short and direct 

whatever 

it is 


may 26 2009 CH09.2 

higher self is 
direct 

opposition to comfort 


jun 18 2009 CH09.3 

vanity was one 
the first, with spears 
and donald 


jun 26 2009 CH09.4 

re: michael jackson: 
a friend and spectacular 
devastating loss 


jul 13 2009 CH09.5 

be aware of things 
inexplicable because 
they can be 


jul 22 2009 CH09.6 

congrats to winners 
world entered 
a champion 


aug 11 2009 CH09.7 

think, that’s the first 
your power to utilize 
develop capability 



aug 14 2009 


CH09.8 


ivanka is now 
follow her 
terrific 


sep 29 2009 CH09.9 

a people 

imagination can’t execute 
execute the imagination 


nov 2 2009 CH09.10 

work has begun 

ahead of schedule, to build 

the greatest history 


dec 3 2009 CH09.11 

international in Chicago 
world by council 

tall buildings and urban habitat 


jan 15 2010 CH10.1 

tycoon for touch — 
it’s $2.99 but 
priceless 


feb 26 2010 CH10.2 

i’m so proud of wife 
and new jewelry to debut 
at 9 p.m. 


mar 17 2010 CH10.3 

o gold just left 
my office is in town 
meet me a guy and true 



apr 1 2010 


CH10.4 


open thousands 
eager applicants 
i enjoyed them 


apr 6 2010 CH10.5 

last melania 

and i with the stars in central park 
fantastic, stay tuned 


apr 6 2010 CH10.6 

the Scottish fashion 
benefits veterans, dressed 
i co-hosted with sir 


apr 20 2010 CH10.7 

tune in to marriage 
at 10 p.m. — i’m on 
panel experts along 

apr 21 2010 CH10.8 

i american 

idiot on broadway night 
it was experience 


apr 30 2010 CH10.9 

melania will 
inspiring melania 
jewelry collection 


may 19 2010 CH10.10 

put this on your calendar: 
celebrity is this 
who will be the next 



may 20 2010 


CH10.11 


check out ivanka 

facebook and what’s happening 

celebrity and more 


may 25 2010 CH10.12 

the ratings fantastic 

and everyone had a great time. 

it was everyone! 


may 26 2010 CH10.13 

the north coast spectacular 
sea, sand dunes, the rolling bluffs 
we walked it 


may 27 2010 CH10.14 

the dunes i learned 
geomorphology, movement 
landforms we’ve had 


jun 9 2010 CH10.15 

our beautiful usa 

rode me on the gray line 

fame 


jun 2 2010 CH10.16 

popular demand will 
re-broadcast the king 
i hosted i 


jul 14 2010 


CH10.17 


a friend 

there will never be anyone 
we’ve lost 



jul 29 2010 


CH10.18 


i’m helping 
sheep 
get back 


aug 23 2010 CH10.19 

it’s going to get hotter 
in las universe 
pageant i’m there! 


sep 7 2010 CH10.20 

i was invited 

to sit in her special box 

open yesterday 


sep 14 2010 CH10.21 

happy civilian 
version of the air 
will be excitement 


sep 15 2010 CH10.22 

eric 

did a great job with eric 
outing i’m proud 


oct 14 2010 CH10.23 

hr solutions 

employed adults find out 
make bosses 


oct 28 2010 CH10.24 

the view this morning 

we talked about 

tonight is tough, surprising 



nov 3 2010 


CH10.25 


i’ll be a variety 

it will be 

the first of a two 


dec 9 2010 CH10.26 

finale in every way 
with Liza 
performing 


jan 12 2011 CH11.1 

watch me 

with jimmy tomorrow night 
i’ll be big 


jan 27 2011 CH11.2 

the people have it right 
factories and countries 
when workers need us 


feb 7 2011 CH11.3 

be sure today 

i’ll be with my family 

it will be an hour 


mar 10 2011 CH11.4 

i will be 
the tallest 
the republic 

mar 21 2011 CH11.5 

i want people 
money and lives really 
can do that 



may 16 2011 


CH11.6 


this has been 
a decision and i 
want all my support 


jul 6 2011 CH11.7 

congress is back 
time is no problem 
limit cannot be 

jul 7 2011 CH11.8 

the art is strength 

and leverage 

the strength you balance 


jul 7 2011 CH11.9 

focused on balancing 
budget is borders 
America would be solvency 


jul 8 2011 CH11.10 

message for you 

can a deal seem desperate 

make it 


jul 12 2011 CH11.11 

it pays to emphasize 
the only choice 
is confrontation art 


jul 18 2011 CH11.12 

my daughter ivanka 
and her birth 
daughter rose yesterday 



jul 18 2011 


CH11.13 


every dollar costs 
with interest 
china our children 


jul 19 2011 CH11.14 

you con people 

you deliver people eventually 
catch art 


jul 27 2011 CH11.15 

ask me to pose for pictures 

the camera never works the first time 

they are never just nervous 


jul 28 2011 CH11.16 

my melania 

success last night in her 
you can see her tonight 


jul 29 2011 CH11.17 

i just got mike 

swing your sword great coach 
he’s written a book 


aug 3 2011 CH11.18 

morning is stealing 
my ideas better america 
credit the story 


aug 3 2011 


CH11.19 


today’s answers 
your tweets 
my thoughts 



aug 4 2011 


CH11.20 


coal fire 

enough to feed 750 police 
youngsters in new york 


aug 25 2011 CH11.21 

i’m the work 
my son has 
eric, take a look 


aug 30 2011 CH11.22 

business interests 

reach domestically 

our borders our relationship 


sep 1 2011 CH11.23 

we ploy to sabotage 
statehood 
we defund it 


sep 1 2011 CH11.24 

so inept i 

made a mistake in the joint 
just sad 


sep 1 2011 CH11.25 

make no mistake — 

fast and furious 

the way to the white house 


sep 2 2011 CH11.26 

fast automatic hands 
lords that killed americans 
answer all questions 



sep 6 2011 


CH11.27 


a trillion dollars 
stimulus to create us 
more and higher 


sep 12 2011 CH11.28 

the world ranks us 
the fifth world 
we have fallen under 


sep 12 2011 CH11.29 

exciting 

i will herald this to celebrate 
the home crystal! 


sep 12 2011 CH11.30 

i’m my friends 
in brooklyn 
to send a message 


sep 13 2011 CH11.31 

the house continuing 
openly and furious american 
lives were lost answers 


sep 14 2011 CH11.32 

third gun 

and furious murder 
scene will come clean 


sep 22 2011 


CH11.33 


waste, fraud and abuse be 
will help solve our deficit 
both short and long 



sep 22 2011 


CH11.34 


i couldn’t make faith 
confab in orlando so 
i sent a video 


sep 29 2011 CH11.35 

jon zero chance 
i wanted him 
time is mine 

sep 29 2011 CH11.36 

the reckless interest 
flooding dollars to be stopped 
or we will 


sep 29 2011 CH11.37 

warships our coasts 

they laugh at us 

we can’t allow them weapons 


sep 29 2011 CH11.38 

a simplified code 
spur growth and jobs 
incapable of simplifying 


sep 30 2011 CH11.39 

i’m thrilled 

my new tailored clothing 
has business in it 


sep 30 2011 


CH11.40 


numbers are tragic 
are the world 
it has to stop! 



oct 3 2011 


CH11.41 


sadly, vanity 

rapidly dying needs new blood 
and fast going 


oct 3 2011 CH11.42 

my touch, with robert 
(dad, poor dad) will be 
tomorrow 


oct 11 2011 CH11.43 

wants to create talk 
some business people — 
not intellectuals 


oct 11 2011 CH11.44 

i want to be 

the only america i want 
all americans 


oct 17 2011 CH11.45 

military threat world 
must remain resolute 
maintain our costs 

oct 17 2011 CH11.46 

happy to have 

followers looking forward to passing 
sooner than later 


oct 18 2011 CH11.47 

sean tonight his show 
i’ll be on and 
we’ll cover the wall 



oct 25 2011 


CH11.48 


stop calling 
i have more things 
nobody’s watching 


nov 1 2011 CH11.49 

it snowed four inches 
this weekend it is still 
October 


nov 2 2011 CH11.50 

brotherhood just made 
its first visit to promote 
the spring 


nov 8 2011 CH11.51 

spent last year 
unsustainable and a dream 
is destroyed 


nov 10 2011 CH11.52 

death be 
abolished twice 
a killer 


nov 11 2011 CH11.53 

the spring has turned 
winter in a perilous position 
we behind 


nov 21 2011 CH11.54 

is turning in a hot bed 
another coup attempt 
we abandoned 



nov 28 2011 


CH11.55 


i will be copies 

new time to get america 

again, tower 


nov 30 2011 CH11.56 

unbelievable 

he gets away with flying 

laughing at everybody 


dec 2 2011 CH11.57 

if art is 
then time is 
my opus 

dec 2 2011 CH11.58 

new figures include 
people who have given up 
looking 


dec 2 2011 CH11.59 

my message 
a capitalistic it 
and get on it 

dec 2 2011 CH11.60 

my harsh truths 
some bold plans 
time to be again 

dec 5 2011 CH11.61 

first was 

the declaration of time 
today 



dec 6 2011 


CH11.62 


call me 

believe the old credo 
to the victor go 


dec 6 2011 CH11.63 

best purpose 
should eliminate 
existence 


dec 6 2011 CH11.64 

get it straight 

our friend tremendous took 

they did 


dec 6 2011 CH11.65 

whether we like it 

the axis on which worlds spin 

it just is 


dec 8 2011 CH11.66 

lord, adviser 

endorsed 

debate 

dec 9 2011 CH11.67 

time presents solutions 
taxes, security, debt 
dealing and defeating 


dec 12 2011 CH11.68 

i was on her four times 
yet she declined 
loyalty 



dec 13 2011 


CH11.69 


tonight 
copies of time 
in old country 


dec 14 2011 CH11.70 

i feel love 

devastated at thought 
of daughter true 


dec 14 2011 CH11.71 

hoping to see you 
tomorrow in tower 
i’ll be noon 


dec 15 2011 CH11.72 

let me plainly 

i know how by all means 

necessary 


dec 16 2011 CH11.73 

my biggest beef 

is his special exceptional 

america 


dec 16 2011 CH11.74 

the lightweight 
my name gravitas 
it didn’t work 


dec 16 2011 CH11.75 

put a tariff 
on us 
laughing 



dec 20 2011 


CH11.76 


it’s plain 

fact free trade requires 
everyone 


dec 20 2011 CH11.77 

we wake up 
realize we are 
enemies 

dec 20 2011 CH11.78 

tom in his mouth 

once thanked me for success 

now, he calls 


dec 20 2011 CH11.79 

the family spent this year 
filling up 
on average highs 


dec 21 2011 CH11.80 

to be killed 
now it grows 
inevitably 

dec 21 2011 CH11.81 

barney 

nipples protruding 
in his blue shirt 


dec 22 2011 CH11.82 

less than a week 

after we leave unraveling 

we got nothing 



dec 27 2011 


CH11.83 


collapsing after withdrawal 
i called and please remember 
i alone called 


dec 29 2011 CH11.84 

i predicted america 

we deserve 

the collapse of time 


dec 30 2011 CH11.85 

i play to relax my company 
to escape 
the drain 



